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SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION



Social Security Administration 
Office of Hearings Operations
Special Review Cadre
1718 Woodlawn Drive
Woodlawn, MD 21207

Tel: (844) 698-1703 
Fax: (833) 516-0392


Date:
Attorney/rep or Claimant’s Name
Appropriate Address

This notice will contain special language, as provided below, under the two sections: “It Is Important That You Attend Your Hearing” and “Issues I Will Consider.”

Otherwise, the notice will comprise language currently approved for general use nationally, including the applicable:
· Time and place of hearing.
· Manner of appearance.
· Procedural posture.
· Represented status.


NOTICE OF HEARING

…



It Is Important That You Attend Your Hearing

In 2013, after an extensive investigation by the Social Security Administration's (SSA) Office of the Inspector General and the U.S. Department of Justice, the United States Attorney for the District of Puerto Rico obtained indictments for a non-attorney representative and several medical professionals for creating and submitting fraudulent evidence in support of individuals’ applications for Social Security benefits.  The non-attorney representative, Samuel Torres Crespo, later pleaded guilty to making false statements to SSA, as did two of the medical providers, Drs. Jose R. Hernandez-Gonzalez and Wildo Vargas.  The United States Attorney for the District of Puerto Rico indicted additional medical providers and beneficiaries for making false statements to SSA, including Drs. Rafael Miguez Balseiro and Erica Rivera Castro.  One or more of the above individuals provided evidence in your case that we relied upon to find that you were disabled. 

Under section 205(u) of the Social Security Act (Act), SSA must disregard any evidence if there is reason to believe that fraud or similar fault was involved in the providing of such evidence.

[For the remainder of this section, include the language currently approved for general use nationally]

…



Issues I Will Consider
[bookmark: _Hlk82677395]
Section 205(u) of the Act requires that evidence in a claim for benefits be disregarded if there is reason to believe that fraud or similar fault was involved in providing that evidence.  Therefore, I will use the procedures outlined in Social Security Ruling 22-2p to determine whether there is reason to believe fraud or similar fault was involved in providing evidence in your case, particularly evidence authored or submitted by the individual(s) identified above.  If I find that fraud or similar fault was involved in providing the evidence, I will not consider that evidence in deciding your case and will make my decision based on the remaining evidence in the file.  Before disregarding evidence based on fraud or similar fault, I will consider any objections you have.  If I find that evidence was not obtained by fraud or similar fault, I will not disregard it.  Rather, I will evaluate it in accordance with SSA’s existing policies regarding the evaluation of symptoms and medical evidence.

[For the remainder of this section, include the language currently approved for general use nationally]

…



Sincerely,



ALJ's Name 
Administrative Law Judge




See Next Page
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