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SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION



Social Security Administration 
Office of Hearings Operations
Special Review Cadre
1718 Woodlawn Drive
Woodlawn, MD 21207

Tel: (844) 698-1703 
Fax: (833) 516-0392


Date:
Attorney/rep or Claimant’s Name
Appropriate Address

This notice will contain special language, as provided below, under the two sections: “It Is Important That You Attend Your Hearing” and “Issues I Will Consider.”

Otherwise, the notice will comprise language currently approved for general use nationally, including the applicable:
· Time and place of hearing.
· Manner of appearance.
· Procedural posture.
· Represented status.


NOTICE OF HEARING

…



It Is Important That You Attend Your Hearing

In 2015, after an extensive investigation by the Social Security Administration’s (SSA) Office of the Inspector General (OIG) and the U.S. Department of Justice, a Federal Grand Jury in Puerto Rico indicted psychiatrist Luis Escabi-Perez, M.D. (Dr. Escabi-Perez), as well as several individuals who were Dr. Escabi-Perez's patients, for creating and submitting fraudulent evidence in support of the individuals’ applications for Social Security benefits.  Dr. Escabi-Perez later pleaded guilty to wire fraud related to the transmission of fraudulent psychiatric reports to SSA. Several individuals pleaded guilty to theft of government funds and property, in the form of receipt of disability benefits to which they were not entitled.
 
OIG notified SSA on February 24, 2016, that it had reason to believe fraud was involved in the application of individuals seen by Dr. Escabi-Perez for monthly disability insurance benefits under title II of the Social Security Act (Act).  By supplemental memorandum dated December 28, 2017, OIG clarified Dr. Escabi-Perez's fraud scheme and identified additional individuals it had reason to believe that fraud was involved in their applications for monthly disability insurance benefits under title II of the Act.  However, SSA is aware of other cases, including yours, in which the applications include evidence from Dr. Escabi-Perez, but OIG did not identify these cases in the referral.  The fact that OIG did not refer your case to SSA in its referral does not amount to a factual finding that fraud or similar fault was not involved or preclude SSA from making such a finding based on the available evidence.
 
Under section 205(u) of the Social Security Act (Act), SSA must disregard any evidence if there is reason to believe that fraud or similar fault was involved in the providing of such evidence.

[For the remainder of this section, include the language currently approved for general use nationally]

…



Issues I Will Consider
[bookmark: _Hlk82677395]
I will also consider the issue of whether evidence in your case should be disregarded because fraud or similar fault was involved in providing the evidence.  Section 205(u) of the Social Security Act, as amended, requires that evidence in a claim for benefits be disregarded if there is reason to believe that fraud or similar fault was involved in providing that evidence.  In accordance with Social Security Ruling 22-2p, I will decide that fraud or similar fault was involved only if there is reason to believe, after considering all the evidence in your case, that you or any other person connected to your claim knowingly gave us false or incomplete information or knowingly concealed information that could influence my decision on your claim for benefits.  Before I disregard evidence involving fraud or similar fault, I will provide you the opportunity to object to disregarding the evidence and consider your objection.

[For the remainder of this section, include the language currently approved for general use nationally]

…



Sincerely,



ALJ Name 
Administrative Law Judge




See Next Page
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