Exhibit 31 - Updating Section 218 Agreement to Reflect Statutory Changes (electronic signature acknowledgment version, for States that opt into electronic signing process)

This modification template amends the State’s Section 218 agreement to reflect statutory changes.  It deletes termination provisions, which are no longer effective after the Social Security Amendments of 1983, Public Law 98-21.  The modification also clarifies that provisions concerning payment, adjustment, and refund of Social Security contributions only apply with respect to wages paid before 1987, consistent with the Social Security Amendments of 1986, Public Law 99-509.  It also identifies the Commissioner of Social Security as the federal party effective March 31, 1995, consistent with the Social Security Independence and Program Improvement Act of 1994, Public Law 103-296. 

The State must tailor the modification to match the format of its agreement.  For example, if the “Contributions by the State” paragraph of the agreement is denoted as (3), rather than (C), then the modification must follow the same convention.

The purpose of the bracketed language in the second sentence is to identify an earlier modification that substituted the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare for the Federal Security Administrator in the State’s agreement.  If the agreement, as originally drafted, referred to the Secretary rather than the Administrator, then the bracketed language is unnecessary and should be deleted.



Modification No. ____
To ____ State Social Security Agreement

The Commissioner of Social Security and the State of _____, acting through its representative 
designated to administer its responsibilities under the agreement of (date original agreement executed), hereby accept the following modification to the agreement.

[bookmark: _Hlk182384841]The opening paragraph of the agreement is amended by replacing the phrase “The Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, hereinafter called the Secretary,” (added by Modification No. _____,) with “The Commissioner of Social Security, hereinafter called the Commissioner.”  Likewise, Parts (C), (D), (G), and (H) of the agreement are amended by substituting “Commissioner” for each reference to the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare.  This modification does not change the term “Secretary of Treasury” in Parts (C) and (H).

Part (C), concerning contributions by the State, is amended to add the following sentence after the heading and before existing text:

Under the Social Security Amendments of 1986, Public Law 99-509, this Part applies only to contributions on wages paid before 1987.  Any coverage provided to employees of the State or any of its political subdivisions for periods after 1986 pursuant to this agreement is subject to the resulting tax obligations provided in sections 3101, 3111, and 3121 of the Internal Revenue Code.

Part (F), concerning termination by the State, is amended to read as follows:

	(F) Termination by the State

Under the Social Security Amendments of 1983, Public Law 98-21, the State cannot terminate this agreement, either in its entirety or with respect to any coverage group, on or after April 20, 1983.

Part (G), concerning termination by the federal government, is amended to read as follows:

	(G) Termination by the Commissioner

Under the Social Security Amendments of 1983, Public Law 98-21, the Commissioner cannot terminate this agreement, either in its entirety or with respect to any coverage group, on or after April 20, 1983.

Part (H) of the agreement, concerning adjustments, refunds, and interest on delinquent payments, is amended to add the following sentence after the heading and before existing text:

Under the Social Security Amendments of 1986, Public Law 99-509, this Part applies only to contributions on wages paid before 1987.

The intent of this Modification is to revise the State’s Section 218 agreement to conform with the Social Security Amendments of 1983, Public Law 98-21; the Social Security Amendments of 1986, Public Law 99-509; and the Social Security Independence and Program Improvement Act of 1994, Public Law 103-296.

Approved by the State of _____ on this _____ day of __________ , 20__. 



											
State Social Security Administrator 
State of _____


Approved by SSA on this _____ day of __________, 20__. 



													
Regional Commissioner (or authorized delegate) Social Security Administration

Electronic Signature Acknowledgement: The signatories may sign this document electronically by using an approved electronic signature process.  By signing this document electronically, the signatories agree that the signature they provide has the same meaning, validity and effect as a handwritten signature. 

